Advocacy Alert	7/13/11
[bookmark: _GoBack]Call today to Secure Funding for McKinney Vento Homeless Programs


Dear Voices United Advocate, 
 
Thursday, July 14th, the House Transportation/HUD  Appropriations Subcommittee will present its proposal for a 2012 budget. It is critical that this proposal provide full funding of the $2.4 billion for HUD's McKinney Vento programs. The former Emergency Shelter Grants (ESG) which are now Emergency Solutions Grants will be funded now and going forward from these McKinney Vento funds. 
 
We are asking you to call your representative and ask for funding of $2.4 billion for the HUD McKinney Vento Programs that serve homeless individuals and families. 
 
If your representative is a member of the House Transportation, Housing and Urban Development (T-HUD) Appropriations Subcommittee, it is critical that you call, ask for the staffer who works on HUD/Housing issues, and make the case for full funding ($2.4 billion) for the McKinney Vento HUD programs. (See talking points below.)
 
The House Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development (T-HUD) Appropriations Subcommittee members are:
Republicans: Tom Latham, IA; Frank Wolf, VA; John Carter, TX; Steven LaTourette, OH; Mario Diaz-Balart, FL; Charles Dent, PA and Steve Womack, AR.
Democrats: John Oliver, MA; Ed Pastor, AZ; Marcy Kaptur, OH; David Price, NC.
 
If your representative is not a member of the subcommittee, please call and ask for your representative's staffer who works on HUD/housing issues. Use the talking points below, and ask your representative to contact members of the subcommittee to offer his/her support for HUD funding.
 
You can find your representative's phone number here. Please call the Washington Office.

Talking Points 

To make the case for funding you may use some of the following talking points- use only the ones you are comfortable with:
The "ASK": 
Please support $2.4 appropriations for the HUD McKinney Vento programs to bring an end to the scandal of homelessness in our nation (community.)
         Homelessness is Solvable. Between 2005 and 2007, McKinney-funded programs contributed to a 10 percent drop in homelessness nationally. From 2005 to 2009, chronic homelessness fell by more than one-third. Between 2008 and 2009, as the recession hit, while overall homelessness only went up about 3 percent nationally, family homeless rose 20% since 2007. 
         These Programs Work. HUD's McKinney-Vento programs have strong support because they are repeatedly proven effective at preventing and ending homelessness for families, veterans, individuals, youth, and children. Discuss local situation, especially regarding family homelessness. If recent data shows an increase in homelessness, discuss the progress that had been made prior to the recession. 
         Need. However, with the recession, we have seen more people at risk of homelessness. 
Share whatever data you have on the increased need for homeless services and your successes in housing families (especially if using HUD funding.)
         Bipartisan Support. We must continue efforts over the last decade by congresses and administrations from both parties to make preventing and ending homelessness a top priority. 
         The 2009 reauthorization bill, the HEARTH Act, increased the focus of McKinney-Vento programs even further on proven models. 
o   Permanent Supportive Housing.  
Discuss the role of McKinney-funded PSH in reducing chronic homelessness in your communities. Explain the cost-effectiveness of PSH. 
o  Rapid Re-Housing and Prevention. 
The HEARTH Act expanded the low-cost, efficient models of rapid re-housing and emergency prevention through the Emergency Solutions block grant.  Discuss the success of local HPRP initiatives (with data if possible) and the need to replace it with a more permanent source. Share the average cost of an HPRP intervention. 

Close the call by asking if you can count on your representative's support for funding McKinney Vento programs at $2.4 billion.
 
Since a staffer will rarely make a positive commitment for the congressperson, ask when you can call back for an answer.
 
Finally, email Frank McCann at Family Promise national office and let us know if your representative will, or will not support this funding proposal.
 
Thank you for helping to make Family Promise a stronger voice for our nation's homeless families.
 
Sincerely,
 [image: Frank First Name Signature]
Frank McCann
Campaign Coordinator
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